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Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: 


t ‘Lo build friendships across the barriers that divide man 


from man. 
2 To give personal service. 


3 To find their own convictions while always being willing to 
d ee t 
listen to the views of others. 


o oiko the building of that better world which has been 
called the Kingdom of God. 


Fhis magazme, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live. takes its title from the 
third of these Four Poinis—io think lairly 


o oo 
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Let’s build a hundred more! 


“Dull would he be of soul who could 


pass by 
A sight so touching in its majesty’. 


Dull would he be indeed, who 
was not excited and inspired by 
the glorious Westminster festivitics 
celebrating the Diamond Jubilee 
of Toc H-who was not uplifted by 
the surge of voices in the Abbey, 
opening the service with ‘Glorious 
things of thee are spoken’, or fired 
by the blast of trumpets from the 
nave, 


Who could fail to be carried away 
by the exaltation of ‘Sixty years 
of love and laughter’—our Jubilee 
theme song, sung to the tunc of 
‘John Brown’s Body’-which had 
every last person in the Central 
Hall bellowing it out. The sense 
of unity was tremendous as we 

all sang out our commitment to 
‘build a hundred more’. 


There were 2,250 members and 
friends in the Central Hall, one 
in spirit, if not in tune, and all 
looking on top of the world. 
What strength lics in a united 
body like that! If we could tap 
that ardour every day, we could 
indeed move mountains. 


The Festival Evening showed the 
Family at its best. Even the 
performers said that they could 


feel the atmosphere of friendship 
and support from the audience. 
Certainly this spirit brought out 
the best in them, and from the 
recently formed Anstey Band to 
the professional Stephen Jack, all 
appeared to be relaxed and 
enjoying the evening. As John 
Callf says in his review, it was a 
superb family night. 


It was a privilege to be there, to 
experience the warmth of feeling 
and fun, It is, however, salutary 
to remember that we were there 
enjoying the festivities only 
because over the past 60 years 
small groups of men and women 
have taken the trouble to care 
for others, to build up this in- 
heritance which we call Toc H. 
That’s the backbone of Toc H: 
the countless acts of unselfishness, 
done not out of do-goodery but 
in a truly loving-and laughing- 
spirit, which have impressed 
people sufficiently to inspire them 
to go out and do the same for 
others, How right our preacher, 
the Rev Kenneth Bloxham, was 
to remember ‘the saints of com- 
mon life’-the friends, pilots, 
padres, jobmasters who have 
given us an example to follow. 


Remembering them makes it 
easier to appreciate how impor- 
tant is our own contribution— 


whether this is creating an even- 
ing’s entertainment, performing 
on stage, or making the sort of 
sacrifice which means you get 
stuck with some old back-room 
job and miss the performance, or 
perhaps not even get to the party 
at all. 


The whole Festival Service and 

Evening was celebrating and 

paying tribute to just such a 

tradition of unselfish service. 

Keith Rea wrote: 

‘We give thanks for the reality, 

the beauty, and the trust 

in deep friendships. 

But glory docs not shine without 
sacrifice. 

The cry of Jesus on the cross is 
the cry 

of the needy.’ 


And so from our 60 years’ in- 
heritance of love and laughter, 
from our predecessors’ record of 
service and fun, we members of 
the common life can draw in- 
spiration and rededicate ourselves 
to care as they have done. 


In John Mitchell’s immortal lines: 
‘In gratitude for years of love and 
friendship, let’s be sure 
To build a hundred more.’ 


S McW 
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May 31: From all parts of 
the world Toc H men and 
women converged on 
Westminster to celebrate 
the sixtieth Jubilee of their 
Movement. Two and a half 
thousand of them: it was 
one of the happiest crowds 
the Abbey and Central Hall 
had ever seen. 


Photos by Bob Broeder and Scott Shaw 


A relaxed moment for Ken Rogers, 
Festival Secretary, after all the hard 
work he put into the day 


DIAMOND 
JUBILEE, 
1975 


The service was conducted by the 
Dean of Westminster, assisted by 
the Chaplain of Westminster Abbey. 
and the sermon was given by a 
Vice-President of Toc H, the Rev 
Kenneth Bloxham 


Very welcome were the visitors from 
Poperinge. Jahn Forbes (centre) 
acts as one of the Flemish-speaking 
hosts 


“DIAMOND JUBILEE - 


The lessons were read by Toc H i 
members from overseas. Jean Liner, 

wife of the President of Toc H in 

New Zealand, read the fourth lesson 

from the Grave of the Unknown S 
Warrior. Other lessons were read by 
Alf Coates, President of Toc H in 
South Africa, and Bob_Mason repre- 
senting Toc H Canada 


Shaku Asirvatham, representing 

Toc H India where her father is the 

Secretary, read another lesson. 

Shaku is in touch with the members 

at Pannikampatti, where Toc H is 

building a Jubilee health and 

welfare centre p 
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The exhibition drew vast crowds. 
Every Region was given space for 
its own display: and there was alsa 
an overseas and a historical exhibi- 
tion. Visitors could also go and see 
films, which were shown through- 
out the day by the Mil! Hill branch 
film unit. The traditional bookstall, 
manned all day by Skegg Blanchard 
and George Dixon, took a record 
sum of £404. The star item was the 
new symbol badge: over 1,500 new 
badges were sold. 


From Doris Longley. 
Chairman of the Diamond 
Jubilee Sub-committee: 


‘I just couldn’t stop enjoying 
myself—and I shall never cease 
being grateful to those who made 
it possible for me to play my part 
in making it all possible, From 
the minute it all started happen- 
ing it was family mecting family, 
and I hugged myself with the 
knowledge that the theme “The 
Continuing Spirit of Toc H” was 
indeed continuing in the most 
superb way, and I felt humbled 
with the realisation that it had 
never stopped ! 


‘Gosh, how I talked! I met 
hundreds and hundreds from all 
over the country and indeed the 
world, I lost count of the times 

I started off to do a complete tour 
of that superb exhibition, but 
then I was off again grecting yet 
more of the lovely people who 
kept pouring in. 


‘The only sad note for me was 
thinking of those who by the luck 
of the draw could not be there. 
“Why did you not go forward 

in faith and take the Albert 
Hall? someone charged. To 
which I can only plead that we 
(the Jubilee Committee) did 
indeed plan with faith-nothing 
so wonderful could have materi- 
alised without it-and after much 
heart-scarching decided we could 
not afford to take the Albert Hall, 
especially in view of the last 
occasion when it was only two- 
thirds full. 


I would plead again-the whole of 
1975 is Festival Year. I am sure 
that your own local arrangements 
will be equally as magical. 


‘And so it was all over. I spent 
my last moments in London by 
Tubby’s effigy in All Hallows, 
and secing the peace and the 
calm which surround it I thought 
with grateful thanks of him who 
made it possible for me to belong 
to such a wonderful Movement. 
This wonderful occasion was 
indeed my mountain top, and [ 
send my thanks and love to all 
staff and membership who made 
it possible for me and hundreds 
of the Family to ascend to such 
heights. 


‘It was all summed up by the 
member who remarked to me at 
the Open-air Eucharist: “There 
are times when you think you'll 
leave, but how could you ever 
leave a Movement such as this 
with what we have experienced 
this week-end?” 


‘On what better note could I 
sign off as “Diamond Lil”? 


Below: They must be British! 
Welcome cups of tea on a bitter day 
from the BAOR Berlin Services Club 
van. Angus Laing, Warden of the 
Berlin Club, brought the van over 
specially for the Festival. He and 
Frau ‘Cilli’ Peschell sald 400 rolls, 
buttered early that morning by the 
staff and residents of Mark Ill, 
Hackney 


With an eye to service, Angus begged 
the use of the Abbey kitchens for 
the day. Here (right) with willing 


helper, George Barnett (left) 
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A REVIEW OF THE 


E FESTIVAL 
f EVENING 


by John Callf 


Three of Elizabeth's Chelmsford 
Dancers dancing to Putni’s ‘Pas de 
Quatre’ 


Bob Knight, Headquarters Padre, 
chats to Elizabeth Twistington 
Higgins and to her sister Brighid 
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HE a time in years BOnc by we 
used to hoid earnest discussions 
in the branches and District 
Teams on what are the necessa: 
constituents of a good Toc H ny, 
gathering. Invariably, one of the 
main conclusions was that our 
mecting place should bea shade 
too small for comfort so that the 
room could be jam-packed, cine 
we maintained, would create the 
right atmosphere and evoke 

Toc H at its best. 


Something like that happened on 
the festival evening. The rocket- 
ing cost of hiring the time- 
honoured Royal Albert Hall, and 
the realisation that soaring 
travelling expenses might present 
us with the discouraging sight of 
many empty seats, decided the 
Diamond Jubilee Committee to 
go for the smaller Central Hall, 
Westminster, conveniently 
adjacent as it is to the Abbey and 
providing ample rooms for the 
exhibition and film shows as well. 


For our assembly of 2,250 men 
and women the Great Hall was 
filled to capacity. There was no 
doubt about the atmosphere: this 
was a Toc H gathering of the 
highest quality, The happy 
hubbub of hobnobbing with old 
friends, and the stimulating 
music played by Tony Roberts 
on the organ, were suspended 
only when Gilbert Francis, our 
General Secretary, came on to 
the platform to take the Cere- 
mony of Light from the Patron’s 
Lamp, first lit by the Prince of 
Wales in 1922. As we all stood in 
darkness there were 200 twinkling 
lights round the hall and galleries, 
as branch lamp-bearers, from 
their own seats, kindled their 
lamps and held them high. These 
pinpoints of light seemed to 
symbolise the Movement that in 
60 years has grown from the one 
place in Talbot House to make 
its witness in practically every 
quarter of the globe. 


After this came Ken Prideaux- 
Brune, our Director, who voiced 
our welcome to the numerous 


visitors from overseas, particu- 
larly to the fine contingent from 
Poperinge and Wolnzach. 


“The spirit of Toc H was the 
theme of Ken's introduction to 
the evening performance, He 
spoke of the compassion, friend- 
ship and humour which come 
alive as much in the young people 
in Toc H today as in the soldiers 
who made Talbot House the 
birthplace of the Movement. 
Remember they were young too. 
“The young people of the 1920s 
and the 1970s may talk a different 
language, but the spirit which 
informs all that they are and do 
in Toc H remains the same: the 
spirit of compassion which offers 
help and friendship freely 
wherever it is needed; the spirit 
of friendship, which treats all the 
barriers which keep human 
beings apart as irrelevant; the 
spirit of Awnour, which knows that 
if life is serious it is also fun,’ 


As the hall lights were faded out 
again we were presented through 
words, music, slides and humour 
with an illustration of that spirit, 
On two screens placed on cither 
side of the organ so that all could 
see, historic slides were shown, 
while appropriate prose or poems 
were read by Betty Cornick, 
Nancy Griffiths, Stephen Jack 
and Ken Prideaux-Brune. The 
full significance of the waste of 
young life revealed in pictures 

of Flanders war cemeteries was 
heightened by Judy Auton and 
Sue Cumming who sang Where 
have all the flowers gone? to their 
own guitar accompaniment. 


More poetry followed—much of it 
written by our own members, 
Keith Rea, Sue Sutton, Alec 
Churcher, Alan Paton, John 
Jones-interspersed with songs 
from the New Anglian Singers, 
some of them specially arranged 
by John Hull, their musical 
director, 


Photos of Tubby appeared on the 
screen while Ken and Stephen 
Jack read out some of his most 


memorable pronouncements. The 
final quotation might well have 
been written for the occasion: 
“We are deeply called to organise a 
Spirit, God save us from the fate of 
selling out to convert men and finishing 
up by failing ourselves to be converted. 
Yes, God will save us, if we let him. 
For God, gentlemen, is no cynic. He 
has not led us all this way to bring us 
to a blind alley.’ 


The first half of the evening 
concluded with a Song for Jubilee, 
specially composed by John 
Mitchell, and sung to the tune of 
‘John Brown’s Body’. We had the 
rare experience of seeing all the 
members of the present Toc H 
staff assembling on the platform 
to lead our singing. With Tony 
Roberts thumping out the 
rollicking tune on the organ and 
with John Hull vigorously con- 
ducting, they sang the verses and 
we from our seats came in good 
and hearty with the chorus, 


By then there could be no doubt 
whatever that the real Toc H 
atmosphere had been generated. 


The second half began appropri- 
ately with a modern example of 
real imagination at branch level, 
The 45 teenagers of the Anstey 
Toc H Concert Band, sponsored 
and supported by the local Toc H 
branch, treated us to some 
rousing music under the baton 

of John Dew. 


The Toc H Minstrels from 
Mansfield, a quartet much in 
public demand, might well have 
been imported to remind us of 
that old interpretation of the 
letters “Toc H’ standing for 

“To Create Harmony’, Then we 
had our old friends, the New 
Anglian Singers, conducted by 
John Hull with his usual zest. 
We were also treated to a piano 
solo from Sue Cununing, playing 
one of Mendelssohn’s Songs 
Without Words. 


Most enchanting were the appear- 
ances of the Chelmsford Dancers, 


a ballet group of teenage girls 
trained by Elizabeth Twistington 
Higgins, a ballet dancer whose 
career was cut short by paralysis. 
Now a world-famous mouth- 
painter, she has trained the girls, 
designed their costumes and 
choreographed their dances. 


As a complete contrast we were 
shown another interpretation of 
Toc H, as: ‘To Consecrate 
Humour’, In something like a 
cabaret turn, John Hull at the 
piano showed that it is possible 
for a member of the cloth to have 
us all in stitches. After an 
amusing introduction from 
George Lee, he impersonated 
singers from bass to soprano, 
from Baroque to Basin Street, 
with variations on the theme of 
a demand note from the gas 
company, 


The evening’s performance was 
brought to a moving climax by 
the Chelmsford Dancers dancing 
to Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’, Finally, 
after we had all sung ‘Now thank 
we all our God’ and after prayers 
led by Bob Knight, Headquarters 
Padre, the festival evening came 
to an end. As we made our way 
out people were already saying 
to one another that surely this 
was the best ever, and I for one 
would not want to disagree. 


Full marks to all the performers; 
to John Hull and Ken Prideaux- 
Brune who devised the pro- 
gramme, assisted by John Mitchell 
and Keith Rea; and also to 
Crispin White, who managed the 
intricate sound, lighting and 
projection so effectively. 


What we had been shown was 
simply a reaffirmation of the 
original Toc H at its most com- 
plete, filled with the spirit of 
friendship, compassion, worship 
and laughter. It is now many 
years since Peter Monie declared 
that Toc H was for whole men. 
On this happy evening we were 
enabled to see Toc H whole; and 
it was very good. 
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All Hallows terrace: scene of a 
Festival Eucharist to celebrate the 
sixtieth anniversary of Toc H and 
the 1,300th of All Hallows 

The ecumenical communion was 
celebrated by ministers of the 
Anglican, Methodist, United 
Reformed and Catholic churches, 
including the Dean of Poperinge 
who gave the blessing in Flemish. 
Unfortunately, the invited preacher, 
the Rev Cuthbert Bardsley, Bishop 
of Coventry, was too ill to attend, 
and so his address was read by the 
Vicar, the Rev Colin Cuttell, who 
also took the service. 


FESTIVAL 
SERMON 
PREACHED AT 
WESTMINSTER 
ABBEY 


by 
the Rev Kenneth G Bloxham 


Bottom: Toc H project volunteers 
came from Bristol and the South 
East to help aut during the Festival. 
Staying at Mark 20, Putney. they 
helped to assemble the exhibition 
on the Friday night. and acted as 
stewards on the Saturday and 
Sunday at All Hallows. It was this 
group of 18 volunteers who took the 
collection up to the altar in West- 
minster Abbey 


Psalm 36:9 


‘For with thee is the fountain of 


life: in thy light shall we see 
light” 


The purpose of this Diamond 
Jubilee Service is twofold. It js 
first of all a Festival of Thanks- 
giving for the “60 glorious years’ 
of Toc H. For the incredible 
story of a soldiers’ club begun in 
Flanders in 1915 which was 
reborn to become a world-wide 
Christian fellowship. You, fellow 
members with me in Toc H, are 


here to give thanks for the friend- 


ships you have made in this 
Family; for the tasks you have 
been privileged to do; for the 


widened knowledge of the world, 


and of men’s needs which your 
membership of Toc H has 
brought. 


It would, however, be strange if 
in the hearts of many of us there 
were not memories—the names 
and faces of so many who have 
led us through the years: pilots, 
padres, jobmasters and some of 


our national leaders. It would be 
stranger still if in this Jubilee year 


we did not give thanks for our 
Founder and friend for so many 


years, surcly one of God’s greatest 


gifts to His Church and to our 
land, Philip Clayton, who was 
for a short time a member of the 
staff at Westminster Abbey- 


scholar, humorist, poct, historian, 


preacher, but above all, a great 
lover of men. Our beloved 
“Pubby’-known affectionately so 
to the humblest of us and to the 
Royal Family, It was by his 
wisdom and compassion, his 
untiring energy and foresight, 


that men from the trenches, dirty, 
tred and disillusioned, came to a 


club which they found to be a 
home-with laughter, comrade- 
ship and goodness, And later on, 
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back in Givvic Street. he rallied 
them, and in the towns and 
| villages throughout this land and 
beyond, galvanised them into 
this Christian family we call 
Toc H. Thanks be to God for 
him today! 


But it would be a poor Festival if 
it turned into a memorial service, 
however moving. Our purpose 
here looks not backwards to the 
past, however splendid, but 
forward to what is yet to be done. 


“This is a day of rededication, 
{x when we lay before God this 
world as we have it, our hopes 
for it; our powers, our plans and 
our dreams of a better and 
happier world. How wise is the 
prayer chosen for this Service: 
“O God our Father, 
Lel us not be content to wail passively 
upon the future, but give to us the 
determination to mould it according to 
Thy will, 
Save us from that acceptance of things 
as they are, which is akin lo cowardice. 
Give us the courage to commit our- 
selves wholly to Thy kingdom and to 
the building up amongst all, the 
making of one people.’ 


In the 1920s and 1930s some of 
you, or your fathers, faced a 
disappointed world. ‘The war to 
end war’ had become a joke; 
men were lapsing into cynicism 
and despair, The old barriers 
which men thought were gone 
for ever, rose again; while men 
were unemployed their children 
ran wild and hungry. Against 
~ that background Toc H grew. 
It believed it could do something 
to stem the rot, to case the burden 
of the broken home, the group of 
forgotten ones: crippled children, 
prisoners, the aged. 


In many ways the problems of 
today are greater, The world has 
shrunk and our local problems 
have become international, As 
never before, the tragedies of the 
Far East, Northern Ireland, and 
Africa are our tragedies, If there 
is something to be done we must 


do it now, and by God’s grace 
we have a Family of men and 
women who believe that He has 
given them something to do! 


‘In Thy light shall we see light,’ 
In the carly 1920s a small group 
of our leaders were sitting in a 
Bristol cafe, discussing how the 
young Toc H could be kept on 
the right lines; how it could be 
saved from degenerating into an 
amorphous mass of ‘do-gooders’, 


They hit on four words: fellow- 
ship, service, fairmindedness and 
the Kingdom of God-the worlds 
of the heart, the will, the mind 
and the spirit. And they hit ona 
symbol to embody the ideal: the 
Lamp of Toc H. It was fashioned 
in the likeness of those simple 
lamps found in the catacombs of 


Rome, an early Christian symbol: 


light in darkness. And it was, I 
think, Dick Sheppard, Vicar of 
St Martin-in-the-Fields, who said 
quictly-‘And around it these 
words: “In Thy light shall we 
see light”? 


At weekly mectings and great 
Festivals this Lamp and the 
Ceremony of Light are still used. 
Is it just a sentimental harking- 
back to old time, with no real 
relevance? No. It is a statement 
fundamental to Toc H, a 
Christian declaration, that in the 
light of God, and only there, we 
can see light about us—not merely 
collapse and despair, hatred and 
oppression, It is a statement 
which is hard; it is a challenge. 
It means that Toc H shares the 
supreme Christian affirmation 
that without the love of God, 
without the power of Christ in 
our midst, our work will neither 
succecd nor last. 


Two final things need to be said, 
Firstly, we are not sufficient for 

these things as individuals, alone, 
We need one another. Hence the 


Movement, the group, the project 


team. It is this sharing which 
brings strength and some hope 
into a dark and confused world, 
when the task seems beyond us. 


Secondly, we are not sufficient 
for these things as mere men, 
Only as we believe that God can 
work through us, that He is 
calling and using us. If Toc H 
meant anything to Tubby it was 
that members in Toc H were 
Christ’s—not their own. 


How do you see this world? For 
it depends so much through 
whose eyes you look, Do you look 
at it as a financier, as an oyster 
for you to prise open and grab 
the pearl? Or as a dictator, where 
men must march to your music 
and obey your orders? Or do you 
look at it with the eyes of Christ, 
who, knowing all its evil, folly 
and agony, could say to His men 
‘In the world you will have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world,’ 


Go into your garden on a dark 
night and look at the flowers you 
love. Oh, you know this is a 
brilliant red rose, this a misty 
blue clematis—but in the darkness 
all is one equal grey. There is no 
sun, no light to give the light 
back. If you could imagine some 
cosmic catastrophe in which the 
sun wandered away from us, 
there would be no light ... and 
no warmth; no colour; no 
harvests again, no life at all. 
Unless this Family of Toc H 
continues in the Light of Christ, 
to see things as He did, we shall 
become the dark side of the 
moon, with neither heat nor 
light, And He has work for us to 
do, work our founders and 
fathers could not finish. 


aay nee they died before tte task 
finished. 

Attempt new heights? Bring even 
their dreams tu birth 

Build us that better scald, Ok, rol 
diminished 

By ane true splendour thal the 
simpe on earth. 

Aad thats nat done hy verd, nor 
langue. nor pen 
There's bul one way 

helte men 


Gad make us 
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Photos: Scott Shaw 


On the Sunday, a river trip was 
arranged for the visitors from 
Poperinge and Wolnzach. Here the 
Poperinge party enjoys a floating 
lunch, somewhere downstream of 
Tower Bridge 


Below: A river breeze disturbs hair- 
styles but not the spirit of the party 
as the ‘Royalty’ passes under Tower 
Bridge. Left to right: Jack Trefusis, 
chairman of the Old House Associa- 
tion; Betty Cornick, Chairman of the 
CEC; Burgomaster Sansen of 
Poperinge; with Ken Prideaux- 
Brune, our Director 


a a | À š 
Greta Lynn, International Secretary, 
and Doris Longley, Diamond Jubilee 
Committee Chairman, catch some 
sun near Vauxhall Bridge 


POPERINGE CELEBRATES 


Photos: Skegg Blanchard 
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The Bishop of Fulham and Gibraltar (right) with the Rev Tim D aaa Sea - 

Protestant Chaplain at Ghent, and his wife Honor segale. E N E E s 
garden party A 
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‘Whither is fled the visionary 
gleam? 

Where is it now, the glory and 
the dream? 


In those words Wordsworth 
voiced what many of us have 
occasionally felt about Toc H, 
though we cannot express our 
longing so beautifully, 


If you have had moments like 
that, I wish you could have been 
with us during the Diamond 
Jubilee Celebrations in Poperinge. 
The glory was there throughout, 
from the mornent when our two 
coaches arrived in the Market 
Place on the Friday afternoon, 
and our warm-hearted smiling 
hosts were awaiting us, until, 
many old friendships having been 
renewed and many new ones 
forged, they waved us away on 
the Monday with their good 
wishes and enthusiastic invita- 
tions to visit them again. 


The vision was there, too, bright 
and shining, and was truly a 
‘many-splendoured thing’. 


There was a unique joy about 
this whole week-end; the joy of a 
family whose members do not 
meet often but who arc instinc- 
tively drawn to each other by 
the unspoken knowledge of the 
deep-rooted bonds which have 
united them for so many years, 


The folk from Poperinge who 

had visited London, for the 
Jubilee Festival there, had been 
so overwhelmed by their welcome 
and the arrangements made for 
them that they were anxious to 


POPERINGE 
CELEBRATES 


Betty Cornick 


make a similar impression upon 
us, and this they did par excellence. 


The mixture was there all right, 
with a rich assortment of ingredi- 
ents: a mixture of people, of 
functions, of rendezvous, of ages, 
of atmospheres, 


The mixture of people was made 
up, for instance, of Valère, the 
rumbustious host of the popular 
hostelry in the market place, who 
welcomed us in his own inimitable 
way; the Bishop of Fulham and 
Gibraltar, whose diocese stretches 
from Iceland to Gibraltar, from 
the Azores to the Caspian Sea; 

of kindly shopkeepers who made 
us feel at home; of restaurant 
staff, anxious to please; and of 
Toc H members from Belgium, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Argentina, Paris 
and the United Kingdom, 


The functions varied between 
meals, receptions, a garden party, 
a church service, visits to Bruges 
and the Salient, and Family 
Prayers. 


The rendezvous included the Old 
House, the Town Hall at Ypres, 
the Menin Gate for the brief 
ceremony of the Last Post, 
repeated faithfully every evening, 
the Town Hall at Poperinge, and 
St Bertin’s Church. 


The ages ranged from Hugh and 
John Prideaux-Brune, the seven- 
and five-year-old sons of the 
Director, to 90-year-old Sid 
Thresher. 


The mixture of atmospheres was 
remarkable: the holiday mood 


on the journey; the courtesy, 
pleasure and concentration on 

all sides at the official receptions; 
the gaiety of the Talbot House 
Garden Party; the impressive and 
unforgettable experience of the 
Eucharist in a Belgian Roman 
Catholic church, shared by 
Christians of many denomina- 
tions, with ‘Abide with Me’ sung 
simultaneously in Flemish and 
English; perhaps most of all the 
quiet, moving, cherished times of 
Family Prayers in the Upper 
Room at the Old House. 


These were some of the ingredi- 
ents of a memorable weck-end 
which it was a privilege to attend. 
What do they all add up to in 
terms of Toc H? Not to a week- 
end of sentimental nostalgia but 
to a joyous thanksgiving for 
things past; to a rich enjoyment 
of things present; to a sincerely 
expressed detcrmination to 
create and preserve the things 
that are to come. 


Tubby wrote of the Old House, 
many years ago: “The whole 
House stood for Christ at work 
in Flanders, His was the living 
strength, which in the furnace 
sustained that house in Flanders 
long ago. Nor did that strength 
fail to make others strong.’ 


Toc H in Poperinge is very 
‘Tubby-based’, and I believe that 
everyone who was there was 
aware of his spirit at work, his 
‘visionary gleam’ drawing us 
together, drawing us onwards to 
the glory and the dream that 
eould be the Toc H of the future. 
The responsibility for that future 
rests squarely upon each one of us. 
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SONG FOR JUBILEE 


Words: John Mitchell 


Tune: ‘John Brown’s Body’ 


When Tubby opened Talbot House some sixty years ago 
For many men it proved a rock beneath the ebb and flow 
And when the war was won, he said ‘This house’s job is done, 
Let’s have another one’. 


CHORUS: Sixlj years of love and laughter 
Sixty years of love and Laughter 
Sixty years of love and laughter 
Let's build a hundred more! 


And very soon in London here, Toc H got under way 
To open the first Mark was then the order of the day 
And many said on witnessing the good thing thus begun, 

‘Let's have another one’, 


In Cheltenham the first men’s branch got started with a swing 
But Tubby wasn’t really sure if branches were the thing 

But he was soon converted, and he said ‘What splendid fun- 
Let’s have another one’. 


As things developed, very soon Committees grew apace 

There wasn’t always room for all who felt they'd like a place! 
This problem was by resolution quickly overcome 

‘Lers have another onc’, 


Meanwhile the ladies did decide that they must play a part 
And not so many years ago the first joint branch did start 

The men who joined were most surprised and murmured “This is fun- 
‘Let’s have another one’, 


Now money shortage frequently gives cause for great alarm 
But recently the selling of Headquarters worked a charm 

And we can always say when further crises have begun: 
‘Let's sell another one’. 


Now though Toc H is facing many problems on its way 
Let us remember things that really matter here today. 

In gratitude for years of love and friendship, let’s be sure 
To build a hundred more. 


{JUBILEE IN FOCUS 


Photos of the Festival may be ordered at 
Central Council 
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DON’T BOTTLE 
IT UP! 


A message from the 
Director, Ken 
Prideaux-Brune 


J imagine that all of us who were 
at the Festival found it difficult 
to return to reality, The journey 
down from the mountain top is 
always undertaken with reluc- 
tance; but we cannot remain in 
the clouds for ever. 


The Festival week-end was an 
emotional occasion, The fervour 
and enthusiasm are not easily 
described, I doubt whether any 
of us who were present will ever 
forget the Diamond Jubilee. But 
we need to do more than to add 
it to our list of warm memories. 
We nced to do more than put the 
emotion in a bottle on the 
mantelpiece, take it down and 
look at it nostalgically now and 
again, and in due course bore 
our grandchildren with our 
memories, 


If the emotion that was gencrated 
is to have a positive and lasting 
impact it must now, while it is 
still fresh, be translated into 
action. The important question 
now is how are you going to 
express in action the conviction 
about the future of Toc H which 
you felt and expressed in Central 
Hall, Westminster? What new 
activities are you going to 
initiate? How are you going to 
spread in your own community 
the spirit that was so evident that 


day? 


I said then, and I firmly believe, 
that this can be the start of a new 
and even more glorious chapter 
in Toc H history. But that 
demands faith and imagination- 
and action-from each one of us. 
Come down from the mountain, 
refreshed and reinvigorated. 


ma | 


FESTIVAL 
LETTERS 


Scores of letters were kindly 
sent to people at Headquar- 
ters. Here are just a few of the 
comments about the Festival 
which you might like to hear, 
since so many people contri- 
buted to its success. 


From Gilli Peschel, Berlin Services’ 
Club (to Keith Rea) : 

‘Having just returned from my 
very first visit to London, I would 
like to thank you very much for 
giving me the wonderful oppor- 
tunity of meeting so many nice and 
friendly people. . . It was definite- 
ly not my last trip to England.’ 


From Lyndsay and Mollie Orr: 
‘Everyone was so happy and proud 
to belong to Toc H... Lyndsay 
has attended many festivals and 
says this has been tops.’ 


‘Unforgettable outstanding 
success . . . a triumph of organisa- 
tion and imagination ... a real 
joy ... a privilege to attend ... 
excellent standards throughout 

. a master-stroke .,. magnifi- 
cent job... BENDIGEDIG.’ 


From Ray Fabes: 
‘Vibrant, yet sensitive and alto- 
gether beautiful.’ 


From Ralph Thorne: 
‘Great stuff! Absolutely first-class!’ 


The Festival Evening was de- 
scribed in the programme as an 
‘entertainment by the Family for 
the Family’. I have expressed to 
the staff the gratitude of the mem- 
bership for the splendid demon- 
stration of teamwork which result- 
ed in that memorable occasion, 
both at Westminster Abbey and 
at Central Hall. 

I have asked for a little space in 
Point Three to convey my apprccia- 


tion also to the membership; to 
everyone who participated, to 
everyone who attended, and to the 
many who were unable to attend 
but who nevertheless participated 
In spirit and whose contribution to 
the wholeness of Toc H was Tepre- 
sented either through the excellent 
exhibition or through the perform- 
ance, 

‘ It is perhaps invidious to men- 
tion individuals when the secret of 
the success of the London Festival 
was essentially teamwork, but 
there are two names which I am 
sure all will agree deserve special 
mention; namely, Doris Longley, 
Chairman of the Diamond Jubilee 
Subcommittee, and Ken Rogers, 
the Festival Secretary. 

Doris, with her warm sincerity 
and infectious enthusiasm, stcered 
the subcommittee through the 
mass of details involved in the 
planning of the Festival; Ken 
Rogers worked efficiently and tire- 
lessly at his countless duties and, 
unknown to many, was fighting 
against illness during the final 
weeks of preparation, They both 
deserve and have our warmest 
thanks. 

Never, I believe, has the true 
spirit of Toc H been expressed 
more joyfully, more enthusiastic- 
ally or more confidently than it 
was during the various facets of the 
Diamond Jubilee Festival celebra- 
tions. This was because the cor- 
porate joy, enthusiasm and confi- 
dence was made up of the hun- 
dreds of individual convictions 
which were being restated and re- 
dedicated. This is what made the 
Diamond Jubilee week-end an un- 
forgettable experience, which must 
surely enrich our personal lives 
and, we pray, the future life of 
Toc H. 

It was a joy and a privilege just 
to be present and to be able to 
sharc in ‘the glory’, and I want to 
express my warmest thanks to each 
one of you for all that you person- 
ally have done, are doing and 
will, I know, go on doing towards 
the building of God’s Kingdom 
through Toc H, 


Betty Cornick 
Chairman, CEC 


I want to make sure that you have 
at least one letter included in your 
mail right away, to get into the 
Festival issue the most heartfelt 
thanks of the membership, to every 
person who did their bit towards 
making it a ‘day to remember’-a 
day and a half—but what a day! 

One lady from South Africa, 
about whom I heard, felt that the 
service alone was enough to make 
the day worth while; she was 
quoted to me as saying ‘After the 
privilege and joy of sharing that 
service I couldn’t take in any more’ 
and she gave back her tickets for 
the meal and the Festival even- 
ing, What a tribute to an act of 
worship which was really wonder- 
ful for all of us. 

Having one venue made the ex- 
hibition so much more worth 
while, instead of spending time 
moving around London, and I 
heard many comments on the 
interest and variety of the various 
stands: particularly the mosaic 
from the East Midlands and the 
patience and workmanship of this 
original display. It also gave us 
such a long time to meet friends 
old and new, surely one of the best 
aspects of any Toc H activity, 
however large or small, 

The applause at such frequent 
intervals and at the end of the 
Festival evening was cloquent of 
the feelings of the audience. To 
entertain such a crowd from the 
talents among the membership, 
and with the high standard reach- 
ed, is in itself something we can be 
proud of. It was a programme of 
history, of entertainment and of 
amusement-lighthearted, yet with 
deep meaning which [ am sure we 
will all remember for a long, long 
time. I would echo John Mitchell’s 
line: ‘Let’s build a hundred more.’ 


Janet Rauch Chelmsford, Essex 


My reaction to the Diamond 
Jubilee Festival can be summed up 
in a few words. It bears very fav- 
ourable comparison with past 
Festivals of the Women’s Associa- 
tion. Higher praise I could not 
give-it was superb. 


‘Lockie’ Lockwood Leicester 
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Britain needs 
you 


In a new series, Ronnie Symons, 
Vice-President of Toc H, 
recently retired from the 
Treasury, examines some of 
Britain's economic and social 
problems and suggests practical 
ways in which Toc H might help. 


In this Jubilee Year it seems 
worth taking stock and asking 
ourselves what is the contribution 
which Toc H can best make to 
our society in the next 25 years 
and where its greatest relevance 
seems likely to lie, 


There is no end to the social and 
economic problems which face 
our society today, ‘The media are 
full of them—and of a lot more 
which exist only in the minds of 
the writers and producers! The 
social and economic arc inter- 
related. Together they range 
from pollution, vandalism, 
mugging, racial intolerance, 
drugs, drunkenness (and beating 
up bus conductors) ; from bad 
industrial relations to chronic 
balance-ol-payments difficulties, 
rising unemployment and, the 
most scrious of all, inflation, 
Inflation saps at the very roots of 
a humane and civilised sogiety. 
Continuing inflation nourishes a 
conviction that everything we 
need will be more expensive 
tomorrow and encourages a 
selfish scramble for goods in short 
supply in which the weakest go 
to the wall. It makes spending 
sensible and saving foolish, It 
penalises thrift and sows doubts 
in the minds of those who are 
trying to live responsible Chris- 
tian lives, making provision by 
self-denial for the well-being of 
their children and finding means 
to support the many charitable 
institutions from which flow so 
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much that is good in our society. 
Inflation is wholly evil. 


None of these problems is 
entirely new; none of them 
peculiar to Britain. They have 
been with us since before the 
birth of Toc H. But it is fair to 
say that in Britain they have 
become more acute since the last 
world war and that, so far, their 
solution has cluded us. This is 
not for want of prolonged and 
earnest attempts by social 
workers, local authorities, econo- 
mists, journalists, civil servants 
and politicians to find a remedy. 
Some believe that mugging and 
vandalism would be reduced by 
better housing conditions; some 
hold that better industrial rela- 
tions will fow from industrial 
democracy; some that the full 
employment policy of the post- 
war years can still achieve its aim 
if taxes are reduced, public 
spending raised and demand 
increased, and that the inflation- 
ary consequences of that policy 
can be avoided by the social 
contract. 


And most ordinary people feel 
that the problems are so difficult 
and so far beyond their compre- 
hension that there is nothing they 
can do but leave it 10 those 
responsible for running the 
country—politicians and their 
civil service advisers, local 
authorities and the like—to find a 
solution, If they have a positive 
wish it is for some great leader, 
some peace-ttme Churchill to 
inspire them and show them the 
way out of their diMficulties, 


It is remarkable that most of the 
remedies which are discussed are 
institutional or administrative. 
For example, better housing 
conditions as a remedy for 
vandalism and juvenile delin- 
quency is an aim that seems 
casily-or fairly casily—attainable, 
All we need to do, it is argued, is 
to clear the slums, nationalise 
building land, build more houses 
to let and provide cheaper mort- 
gages for the home buyer, Such 


remedics come casily to mind and 
are easy to understand. 


It is natural that governments 
should look for administrative or 
institutional remedies for econo- 
mic and social problems. That is 
their business. [t should also be 
natural for them to ask them- 
selves what created the problem 
in the first instance and to seck 
to prevent similar problems 
arising in future. But govern- 
ments, like the medical profession, 
by and large, are more con- 
cerned with the cure of disease 
than the prevention of illness or 
the pursuit of health. 


In a democracy governments are 
elected by the people and they 
are there to do what the people 
want, There is no doubt that, 
encouraged by successive govern- 
ments since the war, the people 
have wanted above all increased 
material prosperity. All govern- 
ments have bowed down to the 
great god Growth as the giver of 
this and all other good things. 

It is time we began to ask our- 
selves whether many of the 
problems which face us are not 
the result of this idolatry, Ken 
Prideaux-Brune has no doubt 
that this is so. In the interview 
which he gave to Sue McWilliam, 
reported in the November 1974 
issue of Point Three, he said: 
‘Clearly materialism has failed, 
... To see one’s purpose in life 
primarily in terms of an ever- 
improving standard of living is a 
recipe for disaster,’ 


But it is only when the majority 
cease to sec their purpose in these 
terms that governments will be 
elected which pursue different 
objectives. The change in values 
must come from the grass roots 
of our society, not from the top. 
In a democracy politicians can 
and certainly do give a lead; but 
unless and until their values are 
those of the majority of the 
people, they are powerless, It 
uscd to be said that Toc H 
existed To CHange chaps. 

This, if ‘chaps’ can be female as 


Continued in column 3, opposite page 


LETTERS 


One-parent families 


I am writing in connection with 
the Gingerbread article in the 
June Point Three. 

When my hushand dicd my son 
was quite small-a minor, not an 
infant-and I was al that time re- 
gretting that there was no com- 

arable system in this country 
which is official in Holland, There, 
if there is a father lacking in the 
home-for any reason at all: death, 
divorce, etc-a man is officially ap- 
pointed to take the father’s place, 
He can be somebody well known 
to the family, a relative or even 
somebody unknown, but this last 
is rare. The family concerned do 
have a choice, as 1 well know, for 
my husband had been asked to act 
in this capacity. It obviously helps 
if this man is married and himself 
has a family. 

I think this job is very impor- 
tant, especially if there are sons in 
the family for, as every father 
knows, there are times when a 
father is really needed, and the 
children have the opportunity of 
talking with somebody other than 
their mother, Every wife knows 
there are times when a male is 
needed, if only to talk things over, 
especially in regard to the children. 

This is a challenging, arduous 
and continuing task, but very re- 
warding, and I am wondering if it 
would appeal to the men in Toc H. 
It does help, of course, if the man 
lives near the family he is helping, 
but, obviously, this cannot always 
be arranged, 

I was fortunate in having a 
neighbour who was able to help 
my son with practical things, but 
there were plenty of times when I 
would have welcomed the chance 
of talking over things with some- 
body who cared and understood, 
especially with regard to educa- 
tion, 


Joyce Bestelink 
London N12 


All Hallows 
Songs of Praise 


F am most disturbed to know of the 
degrec of offence I have inadver- 
tently given by not mentioning Dr 
Clayton in the Songs of Praise pro- 
gramme from All Hallows, The 
responsibility is entirely mine, as 
I write the links I deliver, There is 
no ‘original script’, but notes by 
the Vicar from which I use what 
material I am able-and the notes 
provided by the Vicar of All 
Hallows did indeed contain refer- 
ences to Dr Clayton. 

My problem, and the reason for 
the omission, is this, In the few 
seconds available between cach 
hymn, there simply is not time to 
include all the things that I would 
wish-and I would most certainly 
have wished to include a reference 
to Dr Clayton and the splendid 
work of Toc H, To do so, however, 
I would have had to go into con- 
siderable detail about the man and 
the organisation-otherwise the re- 
ference would have been so much 
a passing onc as to be either mean- 
ingless or an understatement that 
was almost insulting. There is 
material here not for a 30-second 
link but a 30-minute programme, 

Naturally, one understands that 
from the point of view of Toc H 
members, what Dr Clayton did 
and what they are doing is inter- 
esting and relevant, but the pro- 
gramme was not primarily about 
Toc H. If my choice is between 
telling the total viewing audience 
about Toc H on the one hand, or 
about what All Hallows means to- 
day to those who worship there (as 
well as providing encouragement 
to those viewers who are lonely or 
afraid by the message of comfort 
and cheer in the words of the 
hymns), then my way is clear, If 
there is not time to do both, and 
there was not, then I must do the 
latter, which I did. 

If you would convey my regrets, 
together with my reasons, to those 
I have so regrettably and uninten- 
tionally upset, I would be most 
grateful. 


Geoffrey Wheeler 


i 


... The Church is very full of his- 
tory and we had to make a choice 
of things to be featured. We de- 
cided not to feature its Toc H asso- 
ciation strongly, because while 
obviously intensely valuable to its 
adherents, it is not that widely 
known by the mass of the popula- 
lion, That judgement may, of 
course, have been wrong. 

But our script did include a 
mention of Tubby Clayton, This 
was dropped out-by an oversight. 

I can well imagine the annoy- 
ance caused to Toc H folk. Can 
you perhaps understand that we 
are making a programme for a 
mass audience-in which liveliness 
and conviction are paramount- 
which does mean that we take 
risks, we do not over-rehearse, we 
do not stop in the middle because 
a sentence is missing, we try to do 
the programme as near ‘live’ as 
possible? Clearly, in this case we 
made a mistake-one which I very 
much regret-though I know my 
apology will comfort no one, 

We've had a number of letters 
about the same matter. I can only 
hope that you believe the ‘slight’ 
was inadvertent and not malicious. 


Raymond Short 
BBC Series Producer, ‘Songs of Praise’ 


Britain needs you 

Continued from page 152 

well as male, remains true today. 
Thus if a change in values is the 
essential prerequisite to the 
solution of our soctal and eco- 
nomic problems, Toc H would 
secm to be tailor-made to prepare 
the way for that solution, To 
change the values of our socicty 
would, on the face of it, appear a 
pretty formidable proposition for 
12,000 ordinary people scattered 
alt over Britain, But Toc H has 
done it before, It has always 
responded to great challenges, 
and since it expresses itself in 
action, in spreading the Gospel 
without preaching it, the Move- 
mient has advantages which 
others do not have. Toc H units 
do what it is practicable for them 
to do. Great problems seem less 
formidable when tackled picce- 
meal. 
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News 
point 


News, cartoons, crosswords and 
photos (clear black and white, please) 
are always welcome. Please send to: 
Editorial Office. 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


HQ Padre 


The Central Executive has decided 
unanimously to recommend to the 
Central Council that John Hull be 
appointed Headquarters Padre in 
succession to Bob Knight, who will 
be working for Toc H in the South- 
ern Region, John joined the Toc H 
staff in 1966, and became Adviser 
in the Arts in 1970. 

Those who were at the Jubilee 
celebrations in London will have 
scen something of the unusual 
abilitics John brings to his new 
post, But John is more than a 
gifted musician, more than a skill- 
ed comedian. He is first and fore- 
most a priest, with pastoral and 
prophetic gifts, His music and his 
comedy are tools which he has 
used, and will continue to use, to 
express his vision of Toc H. 


Central to that vision is the con- 
viction that Toc H is about ‘being 
more than about ‘doing’. What we 
do is obviously important, but it is 
what we are that is crucial, We are 
called to be the kind of people who 
have fime-time to listen, ime to 
build friendships, time, above all, 
to glimpse the glory of God, 
whether in a sunset or a symphony 
or a brussels sprout. 

John’s placing of a brussels 
sprout at the heart of his message 
indicates that the appreciation of 
glory is meant to be a joyous cx- 
perience, not a solemn one. In his 
conviction that life is to be en- 
joyed, that the absurd is an im- 
portant part of the glory, John 
speaks with the authentic voice of 
the carly pioncers of Toc H. They. 
too, knew that a gloomy face can’t 
spread happiness, that the re- 
covery of the ability to giggle 
ought to be an important part of 
the Christian contribution to so- 
ciety’, 

In welcoming John to his new 
responsibilities within the Move- 
ment, we welcome also his wife 
Karen and their sons, Mark and 
Richard. John’s ministry is very 
much a team ministry, in which 
Karen plays a full and important 
part. They will contribute to the 
development of Toc H in many 
ways, but perhaps their most 
important contribution will be 


their infectious enjoyment of 
life, 


Social services 


need Toc H 


Voluntary activity in the com- 
munity is becoming more and 
more essential, as local authorities 
are forced to cut their spending on 
social services, agreed the Central 
Executive Committee at its last 
meeting. ‘Unless there is better 
co-operation between voluntary 
bodies and the statutory authori- 
ties, many services will simply 
grind to a halt’, declared the 
Director. 

Toc H has an important role to 
play, and the CEC wants to en- 
courage all branches and Districts 
to develop good personal relation- 
ships with local authority social 
workers in their neighbourhood. 
In many places, co-operation be- 
tween Toc H and the social ser- 
vices is close and has proved in- 
valuable to both parties, One use- 
ful meeting ground is the informal 
social workers’ Lunch Club which 
is often open to anyone working 
with the social services. 


Moves in the Mid-East 


This month Peterborough is secing 
three staff changes: 

John Biggerstaff and family 
are moving from Peterborough to 
Leicester, to provide some field 
staff support for that part of the 
Region. 

And Richard Green, long- 
term volunteer, is going to the 
Leicester School of Social Work as 
a trainee probation officer. This is 
not a permanent farewell, as he 
has no intention of losing touch 
with Toc H. Good luck, Richard! 

The Rev Crispin White is 
moving from Gosport to Peter- 
borough to act as Regional Padre 
for the Mid-East. With his wife 
Mary and daughters Catherine 
and Jacqueline, he will be living 
at 68 Thorpe Park Road. The 
Regional office is moving to a site 
in the centre of the town at 2048 
Lincoln Road. All the best to 
eeu and his family in the new 
job. 


Youth centre 


app eal 


Onc Saturday in June, Well Street 
Common, Hackney, was invaded 
by hundreds of local families: the 
attraction being a Toc H fête to 
raise funds for the new youth 
centre at Pridcaux House, Hack- 
ney, The afternoon raised £150 
towards the new youth centre, and 
a full-scale fund-raising campaign 
for £15,000 has now been officially 
launched. 


Below: 

Heads you win! Local children 
enjoyed another Mad Hatters’ tea 
party at Prideaux House, Hackney. 
Over 50 kids paraded in their home- 
made hats of every shape and size 


which were judged by the Fi 
Pearly Queen 7 E 


Photo: Hackney Gazette 


Bottom left: 


The Mayor of Hackney tries out the 
Toc H Electric Wire 


Photo: J Davies, Chingford Toc H 


Toc H members are ordinary people 
who try to incorporate into their 
lives personal service to those in 
need. This was the point stressed 
by the Rev Peter Dale of Seaford, 
Sussex, when he preached at the 
Diamond Jubilee Service held at 
Christ Church. The service was 
conducted by the Rev Lawrence 
Hallam, Eastbourne Branch Padre, 
and was attended by the Mayor of 


Eastbourne and Sir Sydney and Lady 
Caffyn (pictured below right). After 


the service members and friends 


attended a birthday tea with an iced 


cake to celebrate the Eastbourne 
women's branch thirty-ninth birth- 
day 


Stamp Appeal 


Dennis Walker wishes to acknow- 
ledge gifts of stamps from: Toc H 
Argenlina; E Fossil and Roy 
Nicper, Australia; D H Hepburn, 
Transvaal; H © Aldhous, Mrs 
MJ H Bradbury, Miss E Cartmill, 
Miss M Copley, C Filbert, G H 
Gorham, Mr and Mrs Petipher, 
N Shipp, H E Stephens, Mrs 
Williams; Branches: Bitterne (w), 
Bridgwater (w), Brighion (w), 
Cheltenham (m), Deeside (w), 
East Worthing (w), Edmonton 
(w), Goring-by-Sea (m), Great 
Harwood (m), Great Yarmouth 
(w), Harpenden, Highams Park 
(j), Hartley Wintney (m), Hud- 
dersfield (j), Leicester (w), Lym- 
ington (j), Market Harborough 
(m), Newbury (w), Richmond, 
York (w), Sandwell (j), Southend 
(m), St Just (j), Headquarters, 
Wendover, 


Church support 


Toc H branches in Dalton-in- 
Furness held a garden party in aid 
of the Jubilee Appeal. The Church 
Missionary committee wasso inter- 
ested in the Pannikampatti project 
in South India that it donated £25 
towards the fund, having always 
had strong links with Toc H in the 
parish, 


Toc H olé 


Toc H people from all over the 
country met together at Luton 
Airport to embark on another 
wonderful Toc H holiday organ- 
ised by Elsa Perrin. This year the 
destination was Spain and the 
sunny scaside resort of Malgrat. 
Visits were made to Barcelona, 
Tossa-del-Mar, Monserrat and 
many other interesting places, and 
there were night clubs, Spanish 
dancing and a mock bullfight. The 
party held a small service on the 
Sunday, led by Frank Dupont, 
retired Deputy Commissioner for 
Toc H in BAOR, And an interest- 
ing tailpicce-the two best swim- 
mers in the party turned out to be 
the eldest: 78 years, no less! 
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Publicity at 
Swindon 


The Swindon District of Toc H 
presented the image of Toc H as 
a Christian organisation to the 
Swindon churches when it took a 
display stand at the Whitsunday 
Mission, ‘Lifesite *75°, organised 
by all the churches in Swindon. 11 
was fortunate that the Chair- 
mobile for which the District had 
been collecting Green Shield 
Stamps had arrived the weck be- 
fore. This created a great deal of 
interest, especially as its mobility 
was easy to demonstrate, 

The presentation of the chair to 
the Beavers, the Swindon Disabled 
organisation, which had its own 
stand at Lifesite, was covered hy 


the local press and the television 
service, ‘Swindon Viewpoint’. — 

The publicity material which 
the PR department had supplied 
for the occasion was extremely 
helpful, especially the ‘Toc H is 
for People’ stickers which carried 
the message of Toc H around the 
site attached to children’s lapels, 
duffle coats and even their welling- 
ton boots! 

A four-foot symbol painted by 
Vic Court’s son Andrew was very 
eye-catching. It could be scen from 
the other side of the field, but it 
was often not visible because of the 
crush of people around the stand. 

The Swindon Toc H Scouts pro- 
vided and erected a tent from 
which the literature was dispensed. 
The District was very grateful for 
this assistance. 


Mr Rogers of the Swindon Beavers hands round cigars after being presented 
with the Chairmobile at LIFESITE. Left to right: Les Harris. Vernon Higgs, 
Don Kirkpatrick, John Rogers, Beavers; Bob Court 

Photo: Wiltshire Newspapers 


Livening up the place 


A group of Evenwood teenager's in 
Co Durham have decided to liven 
up their town by starting a Toc H 
youth club, Tired of having no- 
thing to do in Evenwood, they 
have started meeting cach Tues- 
day evening at a local pub which 
is run by the father of one of the 
group's members, 18-vear-old Jane 
Cleary, 

Jane, with her boyfriend Ray- 
mond Hughes, was responsible for 
getting the club off the ground, 
and between them they plan to 
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run baby-sitting services, help old 
people with their gardens and 
start a disco for the uncler-18s 

There are now 15 others in- 
volved with Jane and Raymond. 
‘I was already associated with 
Toc H’, explained Jane, and this 
is why the group plans to work 
under the Toc H umbrella. 

One thing the group has already 
achieved is a very successful spon- 
sored walk which looks like raising 
about £100 for Toc H activities in 
the area, 


Toc H on the air 


Twenty loca] radio stations and 
the production offices of six nation- 
al radio programmes were con- 
tacted by the Public Relations 
Office in the two weeks leading up 
to the Festival. 

The Direcior, Ken Prideaux- 
Brune, appeared on The Positive 
World, a Radio 3 programme 
broadcast on the morning of the 
Festival, Toc H was also men- 
tioned on the Radio 4 breakfast- 
time programme Today. 

The BBC’s World Service broad- 
cast interviews with Mrs Neville 
Bonner, wife of the Vice-President 
of the Queensland area, Cyril 
Cattell, Cheryl Wood, Rodney 
Broomfield and Sue McWilliam. 

Alan Daniels appeared on Radio 
Blackburn, Bill Barnes on Radio 
Cleveland, Sue Cumming on 
Radio Derby, Mary Foster on 
Radio Leicester, and Colin Camp- 
bell on Radio Medway, 

One of the best Regional broad- 
casts was on Radio Sheffield. 
Winnie Nuttall, Toc H Central 
Councillor for South Yorkshire 
District, and Alan Strickland, a 
District member, were in a 20- 
minute broadcast, talking about 
Toc H past and present. 


Six-year-old Ruth Evans, daughter 
of the local Toc H branch padre, 
presenting Lady Janet Douglas 
Pennant with a bouquet at the 

Toc H Spring Fair in the Town Hall, 
Llandudno. Also pictured (left ta 
right): Allan Owen, Mr Douglas 
Pennant and Alice Elton, chairman 
of the Llandudno ladies’ branch. 
The Fair was held to raise funds for 
the Port Penrhyn Jubilee project in 
North Wales 

Photo: Terry Taylor 


Tulip-time 

West Pinchbeck members are using 
a new-and successful-method of 
fund-raising. They have held a 
hare shoot and bagged 300 hares 
which they sold for £100. 

West Pinchbeck needed funds 
for their float which is traditionally 
entered in the Spalding Tulip 
Parade. Point Three correspondent 

ohn Orange describes the parade: 

‘On 10 May the decorated float 
was drawn through the streets by 
two magnificent shire horses as 
part of the annual event which has 
now attained international re- 
nown, to the accompaniment of 
several impressive brass and pipe 
bands. While this was taking place, 


£200 swim 


A sponsored swim organised by 
Uxbridge branch, Middx., raised 
£200 in aid of a seaside camp holi- 
day for deprived children in the 
area. 

The sum was below the target, 
but Toc H branches in Ruislip, 
Harefield and Eastcote came to 
the rescue with a variety of efforts 
to raise the difference. 


Welcome Point 


The following branches 

elected new members during 

June: 

2—Hoveton & Wroxham (m), 
Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay (j), 
Surrey District, 

1—Buckingham (m), Budleigh 
Salterton (m), Bramley (J), 
Chelmsford (j), Clitheroe 
(m), Corby (J), Corsham (m), 
Crediton (w), Crewe & North 
Staffs District, Croydon (j), 
East Barnet (j), Goxhill (j), 
Hackney (j), Huddersfield 
District, Kennington (Kent) 
(m), Kennington (London) 
(m), Margate (w), North 
Bucks District, Norwich (w), 
Rochdale (m), Scarborough 
(j); Selkirk (m), Shirley & 
Solihull (w), Southampton 
District, Southport (j), Stock- 
port (m), Stopsley (w), Tay- 
ford District, Thanet District, 
Uxbridge (m). 

Welcome to 36 new members 


and indeed for several days previ- 
ously, local branch members work- 
ing with members from Peter- 
borough and elsewhere were mak- 
ing tulip garlands to sell on the 
Sir Halley Stewart Field in order 
to raise funds for the annual holi- 
day for underprivileged children 
from the Peterborough area. 

Intermittent rain through the 
night did little to improve the 
underfoot conditions on the Sun- 
day, so the garland sales did not 
come up to last year’s figure, They 
managed to raise £275 which, 
after expenses, will go some way 
to paying for the Peterborough 
children’s holiday.” 


Seaford success 
John Minter 


As its Diamond Jubilee effort, Sca- 
ford joint branch organised a Prize 
Draw and Concert in aid of Help 
the Aged. Nearly all the 3,000 
draw tickets were sold, and the 
first prize, a portable television set, 
was, happily, won by an elderly 
resident who was quite staggered 
on hearing the news, 

The net profit for the Draw and 
the Concert came to just over 


£200. 


y i 

Bramley Toc H recently gave some 
of their local schoolchildren an 
outing to Bridlington 

Photo: Yarkshire Post 


TO THE POINT 


m The Toc H members at the 
Chalfont Centre for Epilepsy in 
Buckinghamshire were delighted 
when Radio 4’s ‘Down Your Way’ 
team included them in a pro- 
gramme about Chalfont St Peter. 
One of the members, Agnes Davies, 
who has been at the Centre for 
over 40 years, wrote to tell us of 
the visit, 


m Strawberries and cream in hot, 
sunny June-what could be better? 
Members of the Hawthorn House 
home for the blind in Bognor Regis 
were delighted with the tea pre- 
pared for them by the local Toc H 
women’s branch, There was time 
for a chat with the residents and 
there were many requests to ‘come 
again’. 


m Potters Bar and Little Heath 
branch are back home again in 
their own premises after eight 
years in temporary accommoda- 
tion. The branch hopes to welcome 
as many members and friends as 
possible to come along and enjoy 
their new meeting place. They 
meet every Thursday at 8pm with 
a special evening for the disabled 
and lonely on the third Thursday 
of the month, 


m A jumble sale held by Barking- 
side men’s branch, Essex, turned 
up trumps and raised £370! This 
excellent sum will go towards a 
holiday fund for underprivileged 
children in the borough. 


m More than 70 people attended 
acheese and wine party in Higham 
Ferrers to raise £50 towards a 
town community centre, 


m Thurrock branch, in Essex, took 
21 children on a weck-end holiday 
to Warden Manor on the Isle of 
Sheppey, as a Jubilee project. The 
children, some of whom were 
handicapped, were from special 
schools in Grays and Basildon. 
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Home for the 
homeless 
Yardley House 


Homeless girls in Birmingham now 
have one more place to go for help 
and shelter-thanks to Toc H. A 
new home, accommodating four 
girls, was opened in Yardley in 
January. 

Since then it has been almost 
continually full, and 27 girls have 
passed through its doors. They 
usually stay from one to seven 
weeks, and are all encouraged to 
work and pay for their keep. 

Yardley House replaces Sheldon 
House for Girls, which was set up 
in Handsworth, Birmingham, in 
1962 to mark the fortieth year of 
the Toc H Women’s Association, 
The venture got off to a good start, 
thanks to the first warden who 
cared for the house and girls for a 
full four years. Following her de- 
parture, however, there was a suc- 
cession of wardens, none of whom 
stayed particularly long, with the 
result that, faced in 1972 with the 
need for a new warden, and in 
view of a seeming lack of referrals 
from the statutory bodies, the 
Committee had to consider the 
future of the house and decided 
that it should be closed at the end 
of that year. 

The Committee remained act- 
ive, convinced that the knowledge 
and experience it had gained over 
eight years should not be wasted, 
or its assets dissipated. It also re- 
mained convinced that young 
homeless girls still needed help, 
and so it set up a working party to 
discover if there was still a need for 
a home for teenage girls in Bir- 
mingham, Statutory and volun- 
tory workers were interviewed and 
all confirmed that there was a need 
but were unable to suggest a speci- 
fic ficld of activity, In this exercise, 
we had met the Rev L Milner, 
Leader of St Basil’s Centre, a 
centre for detached youth work 
and a shelter for homeless young 
men, and through his help we were 
able to appoint for a period of one 
year Mrs Pat Gosling from New 
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Zealand, with a brief to conduct 
a survey of homelessness among 
young girls and women in Bir- 
mingham and to suggest possible 
ways in which we might continue 
our help. 

She produced an excellent sur- 
vey, and the Sheldon House Com- 
mittee agreed that the income from 
capital should, for 12 months, be 
used for her salary in conjunction 
with a grant from St Basil’s. 

During the 12 months we have 
opened Yardley House-rented 
from Yardley Parish Church- 
using furniture and cquipment 
from Sheldon House, and at pre- 
sent Mrs Gosling and her husband 
are also living there. The girls 
using the house are recommended 
by voluntary or statutory bodics 
as in need of a home; the official 
maximum period of residence is 
one month, and the responsibility 
of finding a permanent place for 
them lies with the recommending 
agent, 

This year the Sheldon House 
Committee again decided that the 
income from capital should be 
allocated towards Mrs Gosling’s 
salary over the next year, Yardley 
House for Girls is thus now estab- 
lished: it has its own Management 
Committee on which George Lee, 
Toc H staff, and I serve, and it is 
obviously fulfilling a need, as since 
its inception it has rarely been 
without a full complement. 

At the moment, with help from 
St Basil’s and a grant from a Yard- 
ley trust we can-manage financial- 
ly, but we really need a deputy 
warden in the not too distant 
future. 

At Sheldon House, we always 
knew we had tremendous help and 
support from branches of Toc H 
Women’s Association all over the 
country. We hope, in this Dia- 
mond Jubilee year, that this new 
expression of work, in co-operation 
with other organisations, will be 
of interest to you. We shall be 
happy to give more information to 
any branch or District Executive 
Committee. 

Rose M Radford 

Chairman, 424 Committee 

Yardley House, 424 Church Road 
Yardley, Birmingham 


by George Boyle, 
member of the 
Manchester South 
Community Health 
Council and of our 
North Wales 

and North West 
Regional Executive 
Committee 


The National Health Service 
Reorganisation Act 1973 set out 
to integrate the various health 
functions carried out by hospitals, 
GPs and local authorities. The 
Act was the product of the pre- 
vious Conservative Government 
and the new Labour Government 
had to put it into effect, although 
it had opposed many of the pro- 
posals while in opposition. For 
many years there had been pro- 
posals to unify all the Health 


Small 


advertisements 


Small advertisements must be 
received (with remittance) five 
weeks before publication day, 
which is the first of the month. 
The charge is 3p a word 
(minimum 30p) to Point Three 
magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained 
from the Editorial Office, Toc H, 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Raise funds quickly, easily, Superb 
ball-pens, combs, key fobs, diaries, ctc, 
gold stamped to your requirements. 
Details: NORTHERN NOVELTIES, 
Bradford ppl 3ne. 


Caister-on-Sea, Great Yarmouth. 
Service to the community in the Toc H 
tradition means we look for the things 
that others have overlooked-the real 
need that no one else has met. Eight 
years ago a Caister member discovered 
such a need and supplied it. Three 
thousand residents and holidaymakers 
proved him correet. The full story of this 
unique project is now published and can 
be obtained free by sending a stamped 
addressed envelope to: Toc H Sceretary, 
60 Westerley Way, Caister, Norfolk. 
lovely old city with- 


in easy reach of 
other famous cities 


of art, and ol the coast. Comfortable, 
modernised hotel. Quiet situation. Park- 
ing. English spoken. Strongly recom- 
mended. Bed and breakfast only. 

Mr Jules Lictaert, Hore. Jacons, 
Bahestraat 1, Bruges 8000. Telephone: 
(050) 398 31/32. 


Bruges, Belgium. 
Hotel Jacobs (estab- 
lished 50 years) 
welcomes Toc H 
parties and indivi- 
dual visitors co this 


Next month 


Point Three will be replaced, 
as usual, by the Annuat 
Report. In the interests of 
economy, we are not 
publishing the four-page 
news supplement this vear. 
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from PANNIKAMPATTI to 
PORT PENRHYN 
is 6.000 miles* 


TOC H DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND-our thanksgiving 
for 60 years of Toc H will provide 


A life-giving water supply and Health Centre at 
Pannikampatti in South India (see January Point Three) 
and 

A much-needed Project Centre at Port Penrhyn, Bangor, 
in North Wales (see February Point Three) 


ry e 
At Gp a mile with every member rising to 


the challenge To Raise-a-Mile, the journey to our target 
of £37,500 can be accomplished. 


Will you raise a mile-and perhaps go ‘a second mile’ to 
encourage some who might not be able to run even one? 


All gifts will be gratefully received by the Finance 
Secretary, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks nP22 6BT. 


* Port Penrhyn-London (train/coach) 240 m 
London-Bombay (atr) 5,010 m 
Bombay-Pannikampatti (as the crow flies) 750 m 


come to the 


Bring a coach for the day 
If you enjoyed the Westminster Festival, you’ll enjoy this even more 


Artistic Director: John Hull 
Friday 5 September to Sunday 7 September 


Friday 5 at The Court, Broadway, at 7.30 pm 
an Evening of Ballet, Madrigals and Wine 
Ballet choreographed by Elizabeth Twistington Higgins and performed by 
the Chelmsford Dancers 


Tickets £1 
Saturday 6 September and Sunday 7 September 
at Dor Knap, Middle Hill, Broadway 
Toc H Anstey Band Latchmere School Steel Band 
Morris Dancing The Gleaners 
Madrigals Music and Madrigals with 
Macbeth by the Moseley Drama Group John Hull’s Occasional Six 


Exhibition of paintings by members of Toc H and Mouth and Foot Painting Artists 
The President of MFPA, Erich Stegmann, is coming from Germany 
especially for the Festival 
Poetry readings by Robin Gregory (International Poetry Society) and Nancy Griffiths 
Craft exhibitions: spinning and weaving, corn dollies and Touchstone jewellery 


Tickets: 75p each day (inclusive of all events at Dor Knap) 
Children under 14: 25p 


Lunches and light refreshments. Grounds open from 11am. Concerts begin at 2pm. 
Free parking 


Sunday 7 in the Old Church, Broadway, at 6.30 pm 
Evensong including a performance of Ballet by the Chelmsford Dancers and 
Choral Singing 


All tickets available in advance from Dor Knap. 
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